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CP 200369: Country 

Programme Lesotho 

(2013-2017) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

6 Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

40.7 m 
22 m  
(54%) 

0.1 m 
(4%) 

*April – September 2016 

WFP’s Country Programme (CP), comprised of three 

components, namely Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR), 

Early Childhood Care and Development (ECCD), and 

Nutrition and HIV. The CP aims to enhance 

preparedness for climate-induced shocks through 

cash and food transfer schemes, support 

preparedness for primary education among 

preschool students and assist government’s efforts 

in the prevention and treatment of undernutrition. 

Due to lack of funding, there were no activities 

under DRR and Nutrition and HIV in March. WFP has 

intensified its fundraising activities to continue 

contributing to the long term objectives of 

Sustainable Development Goals 1, 2, 3 and 13 and 

to achieve all four WFP Strategic Objectives.    

 

TF 200771: School 

Meals Programme 

 

(2015-2017) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

6 Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

10.3 m 
10.3m  
(100%) 

5.1 m 

 

*April – September 2016 

Through a School Meals Programme, WFP provides 

two meals per day to 250,000 students in public 

primary schools throughout the country. The meals 

consist of morning porridge and an afternoon meal 

of maize with beans or peas. The meals aims to 

improve enrolment, enhance learning capacity and 

reduce poverty and malnutrition. With regards to the 

El Niño drought, the meals are acting as an effective 

safety net for children from food insecure families. 

WFP is supporting the government’s education 

strategy of free and compulsory primary education. 

IR-EMOP 200939 

 

(March 2016-May 2016) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

6 Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

1 m 
1 m  

(100%) 
- 

*April – September 2016 

Through a contribution from the WFP Immediate 

Response Account, the Country Office will provide 

1,020 Maloti (USD 65) worth of assistance each 

month to 4,000 families affected by the El Niño 

drought in Mafeteng and Mohale’s Hoek districts 

between March and May 2016. On average, the cash 

assistance will provide food to 20,000 people. 

According to the results of a Joint Rapid Drought 

Assessment released in February 2016, 535,000 

people living in rural areas will need food assistance 

until June 2016. This represents an increase from 

464,000, according to the June 2015 results of the 

Lesotho Vulnerability Assessment Committee 

(LVAC). Following a failed planting season, the food 

security situation is expected to deteriorate further 

as the year progresses. WFP is planning a wider 

response operation to help mitigate the drought 

effects. WFP will use conditional and unconditional 

cash and food modalities in its planned response. 

Highlights 

 WFP started providing M1,020 (USD 65) each 

month to 4,000 families severely affected by 

the El Niño drought in Mafeteng and Mohale’s 

Hoek districts.  

 

 The severe effects of the El Niño drought will be 

felt beyond the May/June harvest period. A 

majority of farmers did not plant their fields due 

to extreme dry weather conditions in 2015.   

 

 WFP is supporting the collection of data for the 

Cost of Hunger Study. Results will quantify the 

socio-economic impact of malnutrition. 

 

 assa. 

 

 

Credit: WFP/Tsitsi Matope 
Caption: A Mohale’s Hoek widow, ‘Matselisa Leeba, says 
the cash provided by WFP has given much needed relief 
to her family. 
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In Numbers 

535,000 people affected by drought 

515,000 people in need of food assistance 
 

4% 

People Assisted  
March 2016 
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Donors 

The Government of Lesotho, Japan, European Union, ECHO, 

CERF 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Operational Updates 

 In its unconditional cash transfer scheme, WFP has 

partnered with the Standard Lesotho Bank for 

distribution of money in Mafeteng and Mohale’s 

Hoek districts. WFP is targeting families not 

expecting to harvest anything and those who are 

not benefiting from any of the social protection 
programmes.  

 In addition to stimulating the economy, the cash 

distributions will help the affected families to meet 
their basic food needs for three months.   

 WFP is providing technical assistance to the Local 

Purchase programme, which is managed by the 

Ministry of Education and Training. In March, the 

Ministry started raising the awareness of farmers 

and caterers in Berea and Leribe districts on the 

programme. Following the rains received this year, 

the Ministry is encouraging horticultural and poultry 

production for the produce to be supplied in public 
primary schools. 

 WFP partnered with the Ministry of Education and 

Training and the Lesotho National Olympic 

Committee’s Youth Ambassadors’ programme in 

training 66 preschool caregivers in Leribe and Berea 

districts. The caregivers received skills in gender 

management, social protection, child nutrition and 

water and sanitation. The skills aim to enhance the 
quality of care provided in preschools.  

 WFP donated essential nutrition assessment 

equipment and supplies to the Nutrition Department 

of the Ministry of Agriculture and Food Security. The 

equipment will promote early identification and 

referral of malnutrition cases in children under the 

age of five years and adults; in addition, it will 
enhance nutrition counselling at community levels.  

Challenges 

 Despite large needs for assistance for people 

affected by the drought, limited funding is delaying 
implementation of planned interventions by WFP. 

 The worst affected by the drought are people on 

Anti-Retroviral Therapy and TB treatment, pregnant 

and nursing mothers and children under the age of 
five years. 

 High food prices are eroding incomes and 

worsening the conditions of more than a million 

(57% of the population) people who are chronically 

vulnerable. The most affected are resorting to 

negative coping mechanisms, including skipping 
meals and selling livelihood assets.  

 The Country Programme has shortfalls in two 

components: Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) needs 

USD 743,650 between April and September 2016. 

For the same period, WFP needs USD 1 million to 

support Nutrition activities. These shortfalls will 
aggravate the prevailing food insecurity triggered 

by the drought and also increase chances of 

malnutrition.  

 
 
 
 

Country Background & Strategy 

 

More than half (57 percent) the population of Lesotho 

live on less than a dollar per day. The GDP for Lesotho 

is USD 2.2 billion while its national gross income per 

capita is USD 1,500 (World Bank). The Southern 

African Customs Union (SACU) revenue contributes a 

significant proportion to Lesotho’s national budget. The 

government contributes seven percent of its national 

budget to safety nets such as school feeding, pension 

for the elderly, child grants and cash for work. The high 

vulnerability situation is exacerbated by the recurring 

climatic hazards, including droughts; early frost; and a 

low performing economy that has seen 25 percent of 

young people below the age of 35 years unemployed. 

Agriculture, which contributes seven percent to the 

GDP, is a major source of livelihood for 80 percent of 

the population living in the rural areas.  

WFP is supporting government’s efforts towards 

building the resilience of communities frequently 

affected by climatic hazards, with the view of 

stimulating agricultural production. A 23 percent HIV 

prevalence rate contributes to the high levels of 

vulnerability. The country has to provide care for more 

than 200,000 orphans, most of whom lost their parents 

to AIDS. The life expectancy at birth is 49 years.  

WFP has been present in Lesotho since 1965. 

Contact info: Name Tsitsi Matope, Email: tsitsi.matope@wfp.org 

Country Director: Mary Njoroge  

Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/lesotho 

Chronic malnutrition: 33% of 

children between 6-59 months 

2015 Human Development Index: 

161 out of 188 

Income Level: Lower middle 

Population: 2.1 million 

 


